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Problem Families 

Social agencies in the U. S. are 
watching with interest a new ap- 
proach to the rehabilitation of the 
problem family which is being tested 
in Holland—based on the theory that 
the family should be rehabilitated as 
a unit if possible. Several camps in 
pleasant areas provide separate fam- 
ily-size apartments, rudimentary 
but adequate, to house “unsocial” 
families who have become unfit for 
normal social living in an organiz- 
ed community. A “family re-edu- 
cation” program, intent upon keep- 
ing families intact, is supervised by 
the Ministry of Social Work, but 
only families considered capable of 
rehabilitation are placed in the 
camps. Children are never taken 
out of the family groups unless their 
welfare requires that drastic step. 
All families being cared for in these 
camps are there on a voluntary ba- 
sis — with no law requiring them to 
stay, but most such families have 
failed at the simplest routine of or- 
dinary life, hence they need con- 
stant guidance by the camp staff. 

Each family gets five separate ac- 
count books, one each for bread, 
meat, groceries, vegetables and 
fruit, milk—and until a family 
proves able to handle its own budg- 
et, all purchases are made by the 
camp staff and entered in the ac- 
count books. If the man of the 
household will work, his wages are 
credited to his family budget, the 
deficit being made up by the Gov- 
ernment with about 90 per cent 
contributed by the home commu- 
nities of the families. Savings and ac- 
cumulation of personal possessions 
are encouraged through a premium 
system in the accounts. Each camp 
usually has a common room used 
for recreation, school, etc. 

Thus far progress has been slow 
but encouraging. Since the start of 
the program 78 families have been 
returned to normal society — 52 of 
whom are classified as very satis- 
factory. Only 9 cases are listed as 
“hopeless.” 





GIFT WITH STRINGS ATTACHED: When you give a subscrip- 
tion to Between The Lines to a relative or friend, you are present- 

ing a gift with strings attached — most remarkable strings, lines that 
lead to fresh timely significant information, that reach around and be- 
hind the Iron Curtain, that bring together information from the politi- 
cal, economic and military centers of the world, that consolidate the 
findings of research groups in the fields of industrial relations, race and 
labor problems. Concerned, devout laymen who serve in many areas of 
endeavor contribute their judgements and observation to thousands of 
others through Between The Lines — their reports to us are evaluated, 
condensed and passed on to our readers . . . Yes, there are many valu- 
able things tied to a Between The Lines gift subscription. 

Send in your list today, with $1.50 for each name, and at the prop- 
er time we will send a Christmas card to each in your name, announcing 
your gift. (For every 12 subscriptions, we will send you, as a gift, a copy 
of Charles A. Wells’ book The Great Alternative; for every 10 subscrip- 
tions we will give you an extra subscription to Between The Lines with- 
out cost.) Mail your list today to Box 269, Demarest, N. J. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


TOMS AND PEACE: Efforts towards atomic disarmament are gain- 
ing ground much faster than is indicated in the meager reports 
reaching the public. Both the U. S. and Russia are at last feeling the pres- 
sure of world opinion on the problem of disarmament. Ironically, Russia 
has in the past shown far more awareness of the war weariness of man- 
kind and general horror over the development of mass destruction 
weapons. The Soviet has never made propaganda of their atomic experi- 
ments, as have we. Meanwhile, America’s unfortunate exhibitionism in the 
development of atomic weapons has created increasing fears among our 
own citizenry, and a mounting revulsion throughout the world — until 
our own Government has been forced lately to take steps to lessen the 
public apprehension at home and abroad. Unconfirmed reports are circu- 
lating in Washington that President Eisenhower has ordered the cancella- 
tion of the series of atomic and hydrogen bomb tests announced for this 
winter and next spring. The situation has frankly reached the point where 
millions of our allies are saying they would rather take their chances under 
a Communist regime than under the American atom bombs. 


So, during the past weeks, stumbling, sporadic but nonetheless 
progressive steps have been taken by U. S. representatives in Washington 
and in the UN to push for some agreement with Russia, looking towards 
the banning of atomic weapons, and towards the control and development 
of atomic power for peaceful purposes. This forward movement, as slow 
and negligent as it has been on our part, is now crowding Russia into a 
dilemma which is ringed with hope if the American public can be suffi- 
ciently aroused to force larger efforts by our own Government. The Rus- 
sians, having played up America’s “war mongering” over atomic bombs in 
the past, are now themselves hemming and hawing because no further 
steps can be taken to control atomic power unless the Russians make some 
concession that will be very difficult for a dictatorship to make. 


THE RUSSIANS AND THE U. S. have heretofore been maneu- 
vering to get the other fellow to cut down on those weapons upon which he 
depends chiefly for defense: that is, the Russians have been demanding 


that all atomic bombs be destroyed, in which field of armaments we have, 
(continued on NEXT page) 











The McCarthy Sickness 


Regardless of the final outcome 
of the McCarthy censure case, it 
should be clear to all that commu- 
nism has had little to do with the 
real issue. The problem which has 
tortured the mind of the Senate has 
been: How can the U. S. Senate, 
the highest legislative body of the 
world’s most powerful democracy, 
recover its respect, honor and pres- 
tige, unless McCarthy and his op- 
portunist tactics — reckless and of- 
ten blatantly dishonest—are curbed? 

Most congressmen in their travels 
abroad have tasted the ridicule and 
indignity that foreigners often at- 
tach to the Senate and the House, 
a deplorable fact but abundantly 
evident to all who watch the foreign 
press. For most of the people in the 
world abroad, living close to com- 
munism, get a clearer view of what 
is an effective force against com- 
munism and what is not. Not only 
do they know for a fact that many 
of those whom McCarthy has 
smeared by lies and distortion have 
been the most effective oppphents 
of communism, while serving in 
U. S. positions abroad, but they also 
observe that the cardinal evil in the 
Communist doctrinaire — that the 
end justifies the means—is the doc- 
trine upon which McCarthy oper- 
ates and which he openly advocates. 


The 5th Amendment 

Such senators as McCarthy and 
the late Sen. McCarran — both 
with a religious background of to- 
talitarian tradition — have  estab- 
lished precedents in our political life 
of attaching criminal and seditious 
labels to any who take refuge in the 
Sth Amendment. Of course, Com- 
munists and Communist sympa- 
thizers who abuse constitutional 
rights in this manner should be fer- 
reted out of this undeserved ref- 
uge — but there are other laws de- 
signed explicitly for this purpose. So 
generally do self-seeking politicians 


impugn the integrity of those who 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





The 5th Amendment 


(continued) 
plead the Sth Amendment that the 
very structure of freedom in our 
country is menaced. On this sub- 
ject, some profound and greatly 
needed statements of warning have 
been made by Dean Erwin N. Gris- 
wold of the Harvard Law School. 

The Fifth Amendment is the 
source of our constitutional rule, 
he reminds us — that serious crim- 
inal charges must be made by in- 
dictment of a grand jury. This pro- 
tects against double jeopardy, 
against the taking of property with- 
out due process of law, against the 
taking of property for public use 
without just compensation, and pro- 
vides that “No person . . . shall be 
compelled in any criminal case to 
be a witness against himself.” 

The origin of this privilege can 
be traced back to the 12th century. 
It came to this continent as part of 
the legal heritage of our early set- 
tlers. Some trace of it is to be found 
in Massachusetts as early as 1637. 
The privilege later became the 
Fifth Amendment to the Federal 
Constitution in 1791. 

“I would suggest that the privi- 
lege against self-incrimination is 
one of the great landmarks in man’s 
struggle to make himself civilized,” 
continues Dean Griswold. “Its es- 
tablishment is closely linked histori- 
cally with the abolition of torture— 
the torture once used by honest 
and conscientious public servants as 
a means of obtaining information 
about crimes which could not oth- 
erwise be disclosed. 

“We want none of that today I 
am sure... If a man has done 
wrong he should be punished. But 
the evidence against him must be 
produced and evaluated by a prop- 
er court in a fair trial. Neither tor- 
ture nor death, nor the threat of 
punishment such as imprisonment 
for contempt, should be used to 
compel him to provide the evidence 
to accuse or to convict himself. 

“If his crime is a serious one, 
laborious police work may be re- 
quired to prove it, by other evi- 
dence. Sometimes no other evidence 
can be found. But for about three 
centuries in the Anglo-American le- 
gal system we have accepted the 
standard that even then we do not 
compel the accused to provide the 
evidence.” 

It took many centuries to estab- 
lish our civil liberties — they can 
be lost in a decade by carelessness, 
indifference or ignorance of their 
basic importance. A study program 
has recently been inaugurated by 
the League of Women Voters, call- 
ed the Freedom Agenda project; 
useful pamphlets are available for a 
study of the Bill of Rights and con- 
stitutional liberty. Write the Free- 
dom Agenda Committee, 164 Lex- 
ington Ave., N. Y., 16, for infor- 
mation. 


X-Ray and Forecast = (continued) 


until recently, had a great advantage; while Washington has been demand- 
ing that all manpower forces be drastically reduced, for Russia depends 
chiefly on massive land armies. For that matter, the American military still 
clings to the atom weapons strategy as the “great equalizer,” should our 
limited manpower some day face the mass armies of the Red areas. 

Yet both nations are now feeling the pressure of world opinion 
very strongly. The great reassuring fact that should cheer every peace- 
minded citizen: all world leaders have now been forced to realize that the 
thoughts and attitudes of the millions of little people now must be recog- 
nized as the determining factor in the policies of nations. The Moscow 
tyranny is equally sensitive to this fact, for they are already sitting on all 
the seething pressures they can safely withstand — a little increase here 
or there might start the blow-up. The modern age of science has not only 
brought the atom, but it has also provided the means for a vastly enlight- 
ened public opinion, whereas in the past kings made their decisions with- 
out regard for public attitudes. Just as atomic power is the great equalizer 
of mass armies, so enlightened and aroused public opinion is the great 
equalizer of atom power in the hands of the politico-military forces of the 
modern world. While U. S. and Russian negotiators are still squirming 
and maneuvering to gain advantage, all world leaders now know that they 
must make progress in curbing and controlling atomic power, or else face 
an increasingly fear-filled, resentful public. 


TO PUT IT SIMPLY and briefly: U. S. spokesmen are push- 
ing Russia for agreements in limiting atomic weapons, with a system of 
international inspection and control that can lead towards the final elim- 
ination of all atomic weapons. The first steps in such a plan require an 
international power to supervise armaments and disarmament — with au- 
thority to enforce its decisions and to enter any area in the world for in- 
spection where violations of its decrees might be thought to exist. This is 
the fish bone in the Soviet gullet, and they can’t swallow it without some 
convulsive changes. Russia is spotted with the most vicious system of 
slave labor in modern history. If international boards of inspection are giv- 
en authority to go anywhere, the cruelty and sham of the Soviet’s claims 
towards democracy and “the salvation of the masses” would be broken 
wide open like a rotten mellon. The officials on such international boards 
of inspection would be noted citizens from many countries, whose find- 
ings at the round table of world opinion Moscow would have to face. 

ATOMIC POOL: The Russians likewise have been forced off 
base by the movement originating in this country for an atomic pool for 
peaceful uses. A fundamental tactic of international communism is for the 
Reds to pose as the peace-makers while everything possible is done to make 
the capitalist nations appear to be the war-makers. So the Russian dele- 
gation is obviously under orders to use all means available for twisting the 
American proposals into uselessness and then boldly, loudly make atomic 
pool proposals with the Moscow label. This is not too hard for them to 
do, for our leaders unfortunately get little credit for the atomic pool proj- 
ects in diplomatic circles, since all are well aware that the move was prac- 
tically forced on our leadership by our own atomic scientists who have 
been greatly concerned over world reactions to atomic weapons. Atom 
scientists among our allies have also complained that the American pro- 
posals were too vague and indefinite. 

The pool plan has finally been put before the UN, however, in a 
fairly substantial way, although progress on our part continues to be crip- 
pled by indifference and military fixations. The Russian strategy depends 
upon forcing the matter into the UN Security Council where the veto can 
be used, while the Americans demand that the matter be handled by the 
General Assembly or some other authoritative body where there is no veto. 

But if world opinion can only continue to put pressure on this issue, 
the Soviet will be forced either to reform their international situation in 
preparation of the inevitable day of international atomic supervision and 
inspection — in itself a great step forward towards freedom in Russia — 
or face the stigma of mounting world resentment — a devastating prospect 
for an ideological revolutionary movement. 


REEDOM VS. DOGMA: Ecclesiastical pressures on the American 

press have screened from the American public the realization that a 
critical stage has been reached in the conflict between Western traditions 
of freedom and old world doctrines of dogma. As most informed laymen 
are aware, a veritable scourge of religious persecution, falling mostly on 
Protestants, has been experienced in Spain, Italy and Latin America. 

A BRIEF RUN DOWN of these conditions reveals that in the 
state of Colombia, South America, persecution during the past six years 
has resulted in the deaths of 53 known Protestants and in the injuries to 
others; in the destruction by fire and dynamite of 43 Protestant churches 
and chapels; in the closing by violence or government order of 120 Prot- 
estant primary schools; in financial losses by Protestant communities 

(continued on NEXT page) 





Will The Capitalists 

Destroy Capitalism? 

We believe that a free economy— 
with its rewards for effort and re- 
sponsibility —is not only the best 
economic system known to man 
but that it is the most natural and 
most closely suited to human need, 
We believe that socialism and com- 
munism are not the cause of capi- 
talism’s failure but are the result of 
moral failures within the capitalist 
system, failures that finally drive 
society to extreme measures to pro- 
tect itself from greed, exploitation 
and economic oppression. 

The following abuses of the capi- 
talistic system should be studied 
and scored by these questions: Is 
this 20th century capitalism? Is 
this free enterprise? 

HEALTH: Few newspapers or 
radios reported the _ statement 
on cigarette smoking by the 
Public Health Cancer Association 
of America, an organization related 
to the American Public Health As- 
sociation. This is the first formal 
action of an organized scientific so- 
ciety on the relationship of smoking 
to the prevelancy of cancer. The 
executive board of the Cancer 
Assn., made up exclusively of medi- 
cal men, left no room for qualifica- 
tions or rebuttal in their report. 
They simply stated that the great 
increase of cancer among smokers 
makes it obvious that, in the inter- 
ests of public health, the Ameri- 
can people should cut out cigarettes. 


Medical scientists further report 
that research projects now under 
way will likely bring forth evidence 
that nicotine poisoning is also large- 
ly responsible for the increase of 
heart trouble. The increase of can- 
cer and other diseases attributed to 
nicotine poisoning primarily results 
from the excessive use of tobacco 
by the average American. Medical 
scientists say that the pungent leaf 
was traditionally used with modera- 
tion and is still used only moder- 
ately in much of the world, hence 
little harm results. But forceful 
American advertising techniques, 
applied without honesty or sense of 
public responsibility, have so ac- 
celerated the consumption of tobac- 
co per capita, by portraying smok- 
ing as fashionable, as an “aid to di- 
gestion,” as “soothing to the nerves” 
along with many other false claims, 
that the nicotine intake of the aver- 
age smoker has increased danger- 
ously. 

INSURANCE: The U. S. Feder- 
al Trade Commission has brought 
charges against 17 major health in- 
surance companies—including 4 of 
the largest in the country — for 
false and misleading advertising. 
The FTC reports that the charges 
grew out of the great number of 
complaints from policy holders who 
wrote the Government that, when 
claims were made against the in- 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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Destroy Capitalism? 
(continued) 
surance policies, it was discovered 
that the “fine print” in the contracts 
provided loopholes enabling the 
companies to dodge the claims. 
Furthermore these loopholes usual- 
ly contradicted statements featured 
in advertising which promoted the 
sales of the policies. While the FTC 
cracks down on the insurance cor- 
porations, it also warns the public to 


jread the “fine print.” 


MUTUAL BANKS: At a recent 
meeting of the National State Bank- 
ing Association, a leading banker, 


'W.J. Hess, head of the Savings Bank 


Association of New York State, 
charged that commercial bankers 
are fighting to curb and destroy the 
system of Mutual Savings which is 
in reality the cooperative idea ap- 
plied to banking. “The large com- 
mercial bankers object to the mu- 
tual theory,” charges Mr. Hess. 
“They object to any concept by 
which thrift institutions are oper- 
ated solely for the depositor. Our 
bolder adversaries refer to us as 
the socialized banking system.” The 
charge further indicated that the 
commercial bankers are opposed to 
all savings systems that do not func- 
tion primarily for the bankers to 
make a profit on the savings. The 
large banking houses were accused 
of waging a 3-year war to block the 
growth of mutual savings banks and 
their branches throughout the coun- 
try. (For details, see financial page 
N. Y. Times, Nov. 4.) 

AUTO DEALERS SQUEEZED: 
There was an ancient vaudeville 
skit about two old farmers selling 
hogs. The first farmer said he 
bought his hogs for $15, fed them 
all spring and sold them for the 
same price he paid for them. “But 
you can’t make money doing that,” 


said the second farmer. “That’s 
what I just bin figurin’,” replied the 
first. 


Auto dealers are now discovering 
the same thing. The management of 
the auto manufacturing corpora- 
tions are determined to keep up 
their production quotas; behind that 
is the pressure from the large in- 
vestment groups who hold most of 
the stock in these big companies and 
are anxious that their stock stays 
up on the stock market. So the 
squeeze falls on the retail dealer 
who is forced to accept his share of 
the production quota, whether he 
can sell the cars or not — often 
with an undertone of threat that if 
he doesn’t move the stuff, the cor- 
poration will look for someone who 
will. Thus thousands of dealers over 
the country are being forced to sell 
cars at cost and often below cost. 
Many of them do not have the capi- 
tal to do this without financial jeop- 
ardy. As every auto dealer knows, 
this system has been practiced in the 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast = (continued) 


running into millions of pesos. Protestant officials at the World Council 
of Churches, meeting recently at Evanston, submitted documentary evi- 
dence of these conditions. The U. S. State Department has also had these 
documents for months and has been petitioning for redress. 

OTHER INCIDENTS of persecution have been reported during 
past months from Mexico, Argentina and elsewhere. The new president of 
Guatemala has openly protested the action of the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy in his country for its efforts to gain control of the new government 
which, through American aid, replaced the previous Red-infiltrated re- 
gime. President Castillo charged that the Church representatives have 
openly intervened in the recent elections. (See N. Y. Times, Oct. 12.) 
It is notoriously true that the Catholic Church’s influence in perpetuating 
illiteracy and poverty among the people of Guatemala had a large part in 
stimulating the growth of communism. 

IN SPAIN Baptist Churches of long standing have been closed, in 
some instances the pastors jailed and held without trial or any pretense of 
justice. This fall, at the time of the Jewish New Year, the Jewish com- 
munity of Madrid (few Jews are allowed to live elsewhere in Spain) were 
forbidden to hold their traditional New Year’s services although a rabbi 
had been brought from Paris for the occasion. Police threatened arrests if 
the Jews made further attempts to worship. (N. Y. Times, Sept. 28) 

PROTESTANT MARRIAGE FORBIDDEN: Perhaps the most 
inhuman, un-Christian form of persecution in Spain is the effort of the 
Catholic hierarchy to forbid Protestants and other non-Catholics the right 
of legal marriage. When Franco began negotiations with American mili- 
tary leaders for bases in Spain, President Truman expressed considerable 
irritation over the lack of religious freedom in Spain and pressure was 
brought on Franco on this matter. (We wonder how much our military 
leadership really cares about freedom? The notorious Gen. Munoz 
Grandes, Spain’s War Minister and former head of the Spanish Blue di- 
vision which fought with Hitler, was decorated this past October by U. S. 
Gen. Ridgeway with the order of the Legion of Merit.) So Franco put the 
thumb on the hierarchy, forcing it to desist from obvious persecution. 

But the Church found other means of exerting its will; word was 
sent out to all civil offices to enforce strictly the marriage law requiring 
that every marriage permit be certified by a church official before it could 
be filed and the marriage considered legal. For many decades the Spanish 
civil government had interpreted this old law liberally, permitting any es- 
tablished religious leader, Protestant or Catholic, to perform a marriage 
ceremony or to sign the marriage permit. But now unless a Catholic priest 
certifies the permit, there is trouble. The Church announced that it would 


seek the removal of any civil servant who did not enforce this law. For 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Will The Capitalists 
Destroy Capitalism? 
(continued) ' 
past by many of the larger auto 
manufacturers, pushing the small 
retail dealer to the wall by having 
to pay the factory for shipments he 
cannot move. The trend has again 
started in this direction. How far 
will it go? 

The National Auto Dealers As- 
sociation, in making these charges, 
is also demanding of the manufac- 
turers: (1) that they remove the 
phantom freight charges which load 
the dealer with transportation costs 
that should be borne by the man- 
ufacturer; (2) that the dealers 
be guaranteed territorial security 
against losing their dealer rights if 
they can’t take everything the pro- 
ducers try to force on them; (3) that 
efforts be made to lower the 10 per 
cent excise tax on cars. 

HOUSING SCANDALS BI- 
PARTISAN: Much of the press 
has reported the housing scandals 
as a Truman corruption hangover, 
(BTL, Sept. 15) when actually the 
housing scandals involve many Re- 
publicans, as well as conservative 
bankers and businessmen. The head 
of the Senate Investigating Com- 
mittee, Republican Sen. Homer E. 
Capehart, who recently charged 
that the Government and many 
home-owners had been “fleeced” by 
banks and builders who evaded the 
law to profit by Housing Adminis- 
tration loans, added: 

“The pattern has been the same 
all over the country. There are a lot 
of good honest people in the bank- 
ing and building business, but there 
were too many who have been ir- 
regular.” 

THE GROWTH OF TOTALI- 
TARIAN WEALTH: Business con- 
sultant, T. K. Quinn, a former Gen- 
eral Electric vice-president, recent- 
ly stated that “More than half of all 
the workers in the country are em- 
ployed by less than one per cent of 
the corporations — which control 
over 50 per cent of the total cor- 
porate wealth .. . We have 68 priv- 
ate billionaire corporations in the 
country, each of them with tens of 
thousands of dependent employees 
. - - In form of organization and 
control these giants are essentially 
collectivist, Facist states, with 
self-elected and self-perpetuating of- 
ficers, quite like the Russian polit- 
buro in this respect. 

“Their control extends directly 
over production, over tens of thou- 
sands of smaller supplying manu- 
facturers and sub-contractors, and 
over hundreds of thousands of dis- 
tributors and dealers, who are left 
with the so-called freedom to 
change to some other branded dom- 
ination or go out of business. 

“Indirectly, the control of these 
giant corporations influences legis- 


lation through paid lobbies in state 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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(continued) 
capitals and in Washington, and it 
is seen and felt in the magazines, 
newspapers, radio and _ television 
stations, all dependent upon these 
giants and their associates for their 
existence.” 

Quinn urged “real” anti-trust ac- 
tions which would ban interlocking 
directorates and force the giant cor- 
porations to stay in one line of busi- 
ness. Only those mergers which will 
increase efficiency and are “broad- 
ly defined from the social view- 
point” should be permitted. 


Strategic Burma 

Burma, one of our strongest al- 
lies in withstanding Communist 
pressure, has what the leaders in 
Rangoon frankly call a Socialist 
Government, which is advocat- 
ing measures they believe will 
appeal to the Burmese peasants 
more than either capitalism or com- 
munism. Absentee landlordism and 
the Chettiars — a Hindu profession- 
al caste of money lenders — are 
the objects of vigorous reform 
measures. Under new laws, no land- 
lord can own more land than he 
and his family can cultivate and 
they must live on the land. A Gov- 
ernment banking system, making 
small loans available to the peas- 
ants, will replace the Chettiars who 
have usually collected 50 per cent 
or more interest annually. 


Burma, along with Sweden, Fin- 
land, Denmark and, to a large ex- 
tent, England are all democratic so- 
cialist governments and are also 
high points of anti-Communist 
strength. This situation exposes the 
big lie frequently preached in Amer- 
ica that all socialism is the same as 
communism and leads to commu- 
nism. America does not need social- 
ism, but in days of crisis — with 
teeming populations and shrinking 
resources — we may need the truth. 


General MacArthur 

History or Politics? The contro- 
versy over Gen. Douglas MacAr- 
thur has been revived by two new 
books which seek to establish that: 
MacArthur is the greatest living 
American and probably the greatest 
American of all time; that he is the 
victim of old feuds within the mili- 
tary, supposedly centering in the 
jealousy of Gen. George Marshall 
and his aides; that all of MacAr- 
thur’s recent woes are caused by 
Communists who are purported to 
have been as thick as worms in an 
apple in the Truman Administra- 
tion; that the general would have 
overcome all of this by a great vic- 
tory in Korea if he had not been 
prohibited by these same Washing- 
ton Reds from bombing the enemy 
“sanctuary” in Chinese territories 
beyond the Yalu River. 


Gen. MacArthur is a great Amer- 
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three years now it has been almost impossible for Protestants to marry. 
Conditions vary according to the severity of the local bishop. 

Yet on Sept. 26 our military pact proclaimed in a public statement 
that Spanish-U. S. relations were the best ever! Apparently the gentlemen 
responsible for our defense have been told to get ready for war with Rus- 
sia and to have no concern over the kind of regime we ally ourselves with 
in the “defense of freedom.” 


AMERICAN CATHOLIC LAYMEN, whenever they chance upon 
these facts, are equally disturbed. Outstanding Catholic laymen have voiced 
the strongest kind of protests. Such eminent Catholic writers as the late 
Thomas Sugrue did so in his book A Catholic Speaks His Mind (Harpers, 
1952), and Emmet J. Hughes, former official of our State Department 
in Spain and for many months President Eisenhower’s chief speech writ- 
er, in his book Report From Spain. (Holt, 1947). 


It is especially encouraging to note that some of the Roman Catho- 
lic hierarchy in this country have been equally disturbed and have repeat- 
edly protested in Rome over the persecution of Protestants in Latin Amer- 
ica and Spain. The diocese publication of the presiding bishop in the In- 
dianapolis area has been noted for its rejection of persecution of non-Cath- 
olics as the representative of the true Catholic spirit. The leading Catholic 
layman’s publication, The Commonweal, has very courageously used its 
voice in the same manner. So our reports here are not anti-Catholic. 


BUT WHAT OF ROME? In August, 1953, when this controversy 
was first beginning to plague the Vatican, the leading spokesmen for the 
legal councils of the Vatican issued a statement that stirred protests 
throughout Europe, but was almost entirely suppressed here, a proclama- 
tion which forcefully reiterated the doctrine of the Church being the sole 
custodian of truth, with equal responsibility for the suppression of heresy; 
that where the Church found itself in “unfavorable environments,” 
where its “will and responsibility could not be fully exercised,” sacred law 
permitted it to endure positions of compromise “until that day when its 
strength would permit it to use more fully its authority in the eradication 
of heresy.” These words brought consternation to the more liberal and en- 
lightened Catholic circles in America. 


THE POPE SPEAKS: On Nov. 4 news dispatches from Rome 
quoted the pontiff as saying solemnly that the church must take a 
firm and open stand “against all tendencies to describe the Church’s au- 
thority as limited only to religious matters,” that all such attitudes are in 
error, that all social and political problems are under the Church’s abso- 
lute authority. The bishops were instructed that their authority stands 
above all debate and “above the apparent strength of, or seeming logic of 
all arguments.” 


It is hardly necessary to make further comment. When we consid- 
er that the rights of non-Catholics in countries predominantly Catholic 
reside not only in social customs and social attitudes, but in political 
rights granted by political authorities, the real situation becomes glaringly 
clear. This papal pronouncement linked to the statements made last year 
by high officials of the College of Sacred Law, while pertaining to many 
aspects of life, also means that the Vatican endorses the oppression of non- 
Catholics — which the Church terms “suppression of heresy” and reaf- 
firms the responsibility of Church authorities throughout the world to 
pursue vigorously their task of stamping out “heresy” wherever the 
strength of the Church makes the effort possible. What does that mean 
for the future in this Hemisphere alone, to say nothing of the old world 
where these conflicts have sparked so many wars in the past? 

COUNTERBALANCE: As a result of U. S. Embassy pressures, 
the persecution of American Protestant denominations in Italy is being 
eased, with the recent Government ruling that the Assembly of God 
Churches can now function legally in Italy. This ruling is expected to 
apply to other Protestant denominations there which (except for churches 
for Americans or other visitors) have heretofore been treated as outlaw 
organizations. The Catholic Chuch which even now regards the U. S. as 
its prime mission field has fought bitterly to deny other denominations the 
privileges in Italy it accepts in this country. 

The influence of Rome is further tempered by the revolt against 
clerical machinations in Guatemala as referred to above; and also in 
Argentina by Peron’s resistance to the efforts of the hierarchy to gain 
lines of control into the great Argentine trade unions which have been the 
bulwark of Peron’s dictatorship. This struggle is revealing, for Peron 
came to power much as did Franco, hand in glove with the Vatican inter- 
ests. But, as is not true of Franco, Peron apparently intends to be his own 
boss. Whether that is better than for Rome to share the power we do not 
know. But at least, in this Hemisphere, hierarchial domination is being 
challenged more forcefully than in the old world. 


General MacArthur 
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ican — how great we leave to his- / 
tory. But the other claims distort ¢ 
the facts. It was not the “Reds” in 
the Truman regime who barred 
MacArthur’s bombers from the 
Manchurian border, but our chief 
strategists and tacticians who, for 
the sake of any temporary military 
advantage in Korea, did not dare | 
take their eyes from the primary | 
thesis of the Communist long-range 
plans on Asia, that the way to de. 
stroy the Capitalist West is to “in. 
volve us in wars with the resentful | 
masses of Asia.” The Russians had 
many bombers at their Siberian © 
bases ready for loan to the Chinese; — 
if we bombed the Chinese cities the _ 
Reds would be forced to bomb our 
bases in South Korea and Japan, | 
inevitably enlarging the war and 
playing directly into the Marxist plot. 
The Moscow tyrants could hardly 
conceive of a greater advantage 
than to see us involved in an ex- 
tensive war with China’s massive 
life, bringing great loss in blood and 
treasure to ourselves, while the Rus- 
sians harbored all their resources, 

The American public was never 
permitted to learn that the Com- 
munists rarely ever used bombs 
against our Korean bases or against 
Korean cities, for the Reds always 
pose as “saviors of the poor ex- 
ploited masses.” The _ situation 
therefore was already very delicate, 
because of the extensive use of 
bombs by American forces which 
killed thousands of Korean civilians, 
To spread our bombing activities to 
the Chinese cities would further al- 
ienate all Asians and infuriate mil- 
lions of Chinese who were not as 
yet in sympathy with the Commu- 
nist objectives. It was these long- 
range considerations of strategy, 
known to all military observers, that 
checked MacArthur — and not the 
Truman “Reds.” Also the efforts 
to make it appear that MacArthur 
was defeated at the Yalu River by 
Washington interference, rather 
than by the Communist forces, are 
contradicted by all the American 
newsmen who saw the battle. The 
impartial reports at the time pic- 
tured MacArthur as being out- 
thought, out-maneuvered and out- 
fought by the famous Chinese Gen. 
Lin Piao (U. S. News, Dec. 15, 
22, 50). But it would be as unfair 
to blame MacArthur alone for this 
debacle, as it is to distort history in 
the other direction. MacArthur 
merely shared the blindness of the 
entire white West which was unable 
to see that the struggle in Korea was 
the final chapter of the fading white 
supremacy, that the further we 
should sink our bayonets into Ko- 
rea or China, the more millions of 
Asians who would rise up against 
us. The Communist international 
plotters are still using this, our pro 
tracted blindness, against us. 








